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Happy New Year!
Meet Katelyn Primomo Millwood, our
newest Domestic Violence Staff Attorney

Katelyn Primomo, the newest member of The
Legal Project’s team of staff attorneys, is from the
Capital Region, graduating from Bethlehem High
School in 2003. In 2007 she received her
bachelor’s degree in Sociology and Biology at
SUNY Albany while playing Division I Lacrosse.
After college she moved to England to coach
lacrosse and teach physical education at an allgirls school. She then returned to the States and
attended Albany Law School graduating this past
May. While in Law School she received a Zonta
Scholarship and was able to spend her summer
after second year and first semester third year
interning full time at The Legal Project. This
October she rejoined The Legal Project Staff fulltime as a Matrimonial Fellow (thanks to the New
York State Bar Association) and upon admission
in January she will become a Domestic Violence
Staff Attorney.

Recently, Katelyn spoke about her experience
interning at The Legal Project at the Albany Zonta
Club annual meeting. We wanted to share some
of her words so you can get a sense of who
Katelyn is and how committed she is to The Legal
Project’s mission.
“This internship allowed me to work one on one
with the victims of domestic violence helping them
with divorce, child support, and custody of their
children. The Legal Project prides itself on the
opportunities and experiences they are able to
give law students such as myself. Within my first
few days of the internship I was sitting in on
domestic violence consults. I was able to listen to
the victims and see how the lessons from Family
Law and Matrimonial Law were applied first
hand. (They) applied for me to have a student
practice order within my first month at the Legal
Project. … a student practice order allows a law
student to appear in court as long as supervised
by a practicing attorney. This is an opportunity a
law student lives for, the opportunity to stand up
in open court on behalf of a client. I will never
forget the first time I appeared in front of a
support magistrate on behalf of a client. A first
appearance is something most students to get to
experience until they are admitted to the bar and I
was able to have the experience after my second
year in law school.
My client was an amazing woman raising a 3 year
old daughter while struggling with MS. Since she
had left her abuser he was no longer physically or
verbally abusing her, so instead he took to the
Court Room to harass her. He continually filed in
family court forcing her to come for court
appearance after court appearance. This was
twice as difficult for her as other victims, because
she was not only a single mom with no family
around to watch her young daughter, she also had
a physical disability making attending the
appearances that much harder. Even though she
was frustrated with the entire situation she was so
thankful to have someone there beside her, so she
never had to face her abuser alone. As she
progressed with her court appearances she took
comfort in knowing she always had someone in
her corner and someone to call when she needed
guidance.

One thing they always said half the time you are
an attorney and the other half you are a
counselor. Through my time in law school and
especially with my time (here) I can see they are
100% correct. However … at the Legal Project
that percentage is different; if I had to estimate I
would say we are attorneys 30% of the time and
counselors 70%. This is because we do not have
clients who are finding themselves in a difficult
situation for the first time in their lives and are
now in need of legal assistance. Our clients have
been suffering and are seeking help to get out of a
situation they may have been living in for years.
Client counseling for victims of domestic violence
is not a course you can take in school, where you
learn the right thing to say, the right advise to
give, or even more importantly how to be able to
tell what a victim is saying without her ever
saying it. These skills are things I have learned
and continue to learn by my first hand experiences
and by the experienced staff at The Legal
Project.”
We are thrilled to have Katelyn join us!
Thank you for volunteering in November!
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